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BANDUNG, October 24, 2024 - To raise awareness of the importance of
sustainability and to strengthen Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
through the integration of sustainable practices, the Institute of Certified
Sustainability Practitioners (ICSP) and the National Center for Corporate Reporting
(NCCR), in collaboration with Maranatha Christian University and Parahyangan
Catholic University, held the 9th Sustainability Practitioner Conference (SPC) at
Maranatha University, Bandung, on Thursday (October 24, 2024).

The hybrid conference discussed a range of sustainable strategies designed to
empower micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in supporting the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), reflecting both global
and national commitments to protecting the planet and enhancing community well-
being. MSMEs play a pivotal role in advancing several SDG targets, particularly in
promoting No Poverty (SDG 1), Zero Hunger (SDG 2), and Decent Work and
Economic Growth (SDG 8).

During the conference, Ali Darwin, the Director of the National Center for Corporate
Reporting (NCCR), highlighted the strong potential of MSMEs as key drivers of
sustainability. According to Ali, MSMEs are inherently adaptable, community-
oriented, resource-efficient, and market-responsive, characteristics that enable
them to adopt sustainable practices in alignment with the SDGs.

“By embracing sustainable practices, MSMEs can not only enhance their
environmental and social impact but also improve their competitiveness and long-
term resilience,” said Ali.

At the same event, Ni Made Roni, owner of Made Tea Bali, shared how sustainability
principles have been implemented in her herbal tea business. She currently employs
200 women from eight villages in Bali and has adopted solar panels as a renewable
energy source for tea production.

As “Indonesia’s Sustainable Tisane Specialist,” Ni Made Roni demonstrated that
environmentally friendly and sustainable business practices not only benefit the
planet but also strengthen market positioning, as consumer demand increasingly
favors eco-friendly products.

This reflects a growing global trend in which more MSMEs are integrating
sustainability principles as an essential part of their business models, generating
positive impacts while maintaining competitiveness.

However, despite these promising potentials, Ali also noted that MSMEs continue to
face several challenges in adopting sustainability practices, including limited access
to finance, lack of awareness about sustainable business practices, and complex
environmental regulations.



Addressing these challenges, Head of the MSME Division of the Indonesian
Employers Association (APINDO), Ronald Walla, shared insights from APINDO’s
research, revealing that 78% of small enterprises have incurred losses due to overly
stringent environmental compliance and GHG emission requirements.

“Furthermore, 69% of MSME players in Indonesia are either unaware of or do not
fully understand the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),” Ronald added.

In this context, the government plays a crucial role in creating an enabling
environment for MSMEs to thrive. This includes offering financial incentives,
providing access to information and resources, and simplifying regulations to
promote sustainability without imposing undue burdens.

Initiatives such as capacity-building programs, sustainability training, and grants for
green technologies are essential to empower MSMEs in achieving their
environmental and social objectives.

Through the SPC, participants were able to exchange ideas, experiences, and best
practices in advancing sustainability, across both public policy and business sectors.
The conference also served as a collaborative platform to develop innovative,
research-based solutions to sustainability challenges..

The Sustainability Practitioner Conference (SPC) is an interdisciplinary forum
designed for students, academics, researchers, policymakers, business leaders, and
sustainability practitioners. It provides a space for in-depth discussions on
sustainability issues that are increasingly critical amid today’s global environmental,
social, and economic challenges.

This year’s event, supported by Pupuk Kaltim, also showcased the nine best papers
and proposals from the Academic Paper Contest, featuring contributions from
universities, corporations, and organizations on a wide range of themes including:
Green Economy, Sustainable Development, Entrepreneurship, Financial
Management, Management Accounting, Sustainability Reporting, Circular Economy,
Sustainability Accounting, Innovation in Sustainability, and Sustainability in
Technology.



The following is a list of the best papers and proposals accepted for the Academic
Paper Contest, The 9th Sustainability Practitioner Conference (SPC), presented in
alphabetical order.

No Author Co-Author Abstract Title Company/Org/
University

1 Angelina
Carolin

Wilson Bangun,
Benny Budiawan

Tjandrasa

Strategies of Business
Actors in the 3T

region : Case Study in
Serawai District,
Sintang Regency

Maranatha
Christian
University

2 Ayi Astuti
Annisa

Nurfathonah
Sholihah

Circular Economy as a
Business Model for
SMEs: Strategies to

Enhance Sustainability
and Competitiveness

in Indonesia

Langlangbuana
University

3 Heri
Purnomo

Derivative Hedging in
Protect Firm Value

State University
of Malang

4
Intan

Sartika Eris
Maghfiroh

Roihan Abdulloh,
Nisrina Adila

Rahmi

Information Systems
Role in the Higher

Education Institution's
Sustainable Practices

Management

Universitas
Brawijaya

5 Irfan
Khoirun

Okky Indra
Putra, Kamil
Yuliana Sidik

Participation and
Contribution of Private
Sectors to Support

Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs): A Content

Analysis of
Sustainability Reports
of Public Companies
and State-Owned
Enterprises in
Indonesia

PT Kaba Media
Internusa /
UNPAD

6 Mimi Nofia
Suteja

Marcellia Susan,
Maya Malinda

Integrating Tradition
and Modernity:

Innovative Leadership
and Sustainable

Business Practices for
Long-Term Resilience
and Growth of Small

and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs

Universitas
Kristen

Maranatha



**

ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS

 Maranatha Christian University is a research-based teaching university with a
sustainable Tridharma innovation ecosystem. Located in Bandung, West Java, this
private university is recognized as one of Indonesia’s leading institutions in
advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

 Parahyangan Catholic University, is one of Indonesia’s oldest private universities,
is also based in Bandung, West Java. The university implements various MSME
development programs aimed at fostering inclusive and sustainable small and
medium enterprises.

 The Institute of Certified Sustainability Practitioners (ICSP) is a professional
association based in Jakarta that brings together sustainability professionals to
enhance their competencies and promote the adoption of sustainable practices
across multiple sectors. ICSP currently offers professional certifications, including
Certified Sustainability Reporting Specialist (CSRS) and Certified Sustainability
Reporting Assurer (CSRA).

 The National Center for Corporate Reporting (NCCR), formerly known as the
National Center for Sustainability Report (NCSR), is the first organization in
Indonesia to introduce sustainability reporting and encourage companies and
organizations to publish sustainability reports. As an official partner of the Global
Reporting Initiative (GRI) in Indonesia, NCCR focuses on developing individual
competencies in preparing sustainability reports.
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7
Putu
Sukma

Kurniawan

Tjiptohadi
Sawarjuwono,
Sri Ningsih

Sustainability
Performance

Implementation in
Village-Owned

Enterprise: An Initial
Framework

Ganesha
University of
Education;
Airlangga
University

8 Syayu
Zhukhruffa

Daniel
Hermawan,

Maria Widyarini

Youth Engagement on
Thrift Shopping: A

Pathway to
Sustainable Fashion

Consumption

Business
Administration

Dept,
Parahyangan
Catholic
University

9 Yudithia
Himawati Salwa

Social
Entrepreneurship as a

Catalyst for
Sustainable

Development in Rural
Communities: Tanjung

Puting Tourism
Development Initiative

Case Study

Independen
Pekerja Sosial
Profesional
Indonesia


